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Beginning Statement: My name is Herman Trotsky and I'm 66 years old and have been 
retired for over 11 years from the drum recycling business but still own the property. I 
managed the business from about June 1968 through January 26, 1996, during which 
time we were hooked up to Metro and the effluents, including storm water, were sent to 
and checked by Metro. None were sent to or contaminated the Duwamish. . Yet 
everything I and my wife have worked hard for over the last 40 years is in jeopardy 
because of the new laws, and the old policies of all the companies on and around the 
Duwamish during the 1930's and 1940's when most ofthis contamination occurred. 

la. My name is Herman Trotsky, owner, with my wife Jacqualine, ofthe landat 7152 151 

Ave. South, in Seattle Washington. 

1 b. I have been fully retired for about 11 years and have no title, business 
business telephone number. l can be reached at my home at-. 
- · telephone number My fax machine number 
but the machine is sometimes unreliable. 

I c. Me, see above. 

ld. I have had ownership in the land since about 1985. 

I e. I worked at the site as manager and later owner from I believe June 1968 through 
January 26, 1996 when I sold the business. 

lf. We recycled steel drums through a process called reconditioning. 

I g. I will attempt to answer this question to the best of my ability but please remember 
three facts; 1) this was 11 years ago, 2) I have no personal papers concerning the site, 3) I 
have a heart condition which restricts the flow of blood to my heart, this combined with 
the 10 plus pills I take a day causes my memory to not be as sharp as I would like it. For 
a much more complete answer to this question please see Rick Cabuco's of ICS 
(Industrial Container Services) answers to this question concerning this property. He is 
the current on site Manager for ICS and ~an be reached at 206-763-2345. He is also 
answering these same questions for you. 

We produced new and reconditioned steel drums. We used caustic, paint, oil, grease 
and thinner and ended up with burnt ash, paper, and garbage. 

1 h. I have not filed for bankruptcy. 

2a. I do not have any papers concerning the environmental conditions on the property, 
deeds, blueprints, or "as-builts" in my possession. I do remember some photos of when 
the Army ran the drum company during WWII but I cannot find them. Perhaps they are 



still at the plant. I do have a copy of the lease with ICS which I will include with this 
reply letter. 

2b. I believe that all the buildings had been constructed when I purchased the property so 
I do not know about any fill material used. I do remember that we purchased some large 
rock gravel to put on the road years ago. The condition of the property when I purchased 
it was good enough so the EPA or maybe it was the DOE sent us a letter which I believe 
said that no further work was required at that time on the land except that they wanted us 
to cover the land with cement to prevent possible future spills. At one time there was a 
dock but it was old and dangerous and fell apart years ago. 

2c. We recycled, and put back into production, approximately 30,000,000 lbs of steel 
through our reconditioning process ~ year and also produced new steel drums. I was 
told that by weight we were the largest recycler in the state of Washington. Please see 
flow chart. Drums were not picked up unless they were legally empty. They were then 
processed in one of two ways depending on their classification ie; Openhead or 
Tighthead. 

The Openhead drum has a removable head or top and is used most of the time in the food 
industry for editable fruit, grease, vegetables, and oils. Though they can also be used for 
chemicals. Theses drums are not picked up and brought in for reconditioning unless they 
are legally empty. The drums are burnt and shot blasted through an approved, by 
Washington State Air Pollution Control, burner, afterburner system, and shot blaster 
machine. They are then reformed to original contours. The same is done to the lid and 
ring. It is then tested for leaks. The drum is then painted on the exterior and sometimes 
coated on the interior. It is then delivered to the customer. 

The Tighthead drum does not have a removable top but must be cleaned through the 2 
inch and % inch bung holes usually located on the top of the drum. Theses drums are not 
picked up and brought in for reconditioning unless they are legally empty. The drums are 
pressure flushed and soaked with a caustic solution on the inside and outside to clean 
them. They are then rinsed, dried and inspected to see if they are clean. They are then 
tested for leaks, blasted, dedented to original contours, painted and shipped to the 
customer. See copy of flow chart. 

2d. I have no documents on any of these matters. 

2e. I have no information on these matters. 

2f. I remember that we used some types of oil and grease to lubricate the machinery and 
trucks. We also used caustic, paint, and thinner. I'm also sure we used other chemicals 
though I'm not sure of the types. We did receive specification sheets on these products 
which would be available to you from Rick Cabuco at ICS. 

2g. I have no plans or maps or any data about storm drain systems. We did have a 
detention/treatment facility, approved by and hooked up to Metro, when I started 



: 

managing the company in the summer of 1968. Storm water had to go through this 
system and then out to Metro. I believe the system was put in about 1967 and tested by 
Metro monthly. I also remember we won several awards from Metro for our system and 
its upkeep. 

Over the year's multi millions of gallons of water and liquids, with possible unknown 
contamination, also flowed across this river bed in the Duwarnish from three external 
sources. One was the city or county outflow located about 50 feet North of the office 
building, one was a drainage pipe that crossed our property underground and flowed 
directly into the Duwamish and for over 50 years was an open drainage ditch for the 
businesses to the south, and one was the main water flow of the Duwamish with it's 
contamination from other sources. 

Other data may be available from Rick Cabuco at ICS. 

3a. I was the manager, and later owner, of Northwest Cooperage from the middle of 1968 
to January 26, 1996. Lorraine Trotsky is my aunt who is about 90 years old, and from 
whom I purchased her share ofthe property in about 1985. The Van Eaton's used to own 
the property but I never met them. I do not remember any Knik Construction or George 
Mitzel & Company. I think I have heard of a Pacific Drum out of California, Oregon, or 
Canada, but I can't remember in what context or whether we did business with them. 

3b.They all leased this property from me since January 26, 1996 through the present 
under the same lease. See copy of lease. 

3c.AII the tenants I ]eased to were in the drum reconditioning and new drum production 
business. They were all covered by the exact same lease and I dealt with the exact same 
people at the exact same address which was; PO Box 2067, Montebello, CA 90640-1467. 

3d. I do not have the information you require. The person who may have the information 
you seek is Rick Cabuco the Manager of ICS who is also answering this form and this 
question. He is at 7152 151 Ave. South, Seattle, W A 981 08. His telephone number is 
206-763-2345. 

4a. Please find included my tax returns for 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005. 

4b. I own 112 interest in some property east of the mountains about 15 miles west of 
Wilbur, Washington. Value is 100,000 to 150,000. I have not been strong enough to go 
over to the property for approximately 2 years. 

4c. No, I was never owned, controlled, or a subsidiary of anyone else. 

Sa & b. As you requested I am sending you all the information I have concerning my old 
insurance policies. I am not an expert in insurance matters and can not answer some of 
your questions so I am giving you all the information I have. I will continue to look for 
other information and will forward it to you if and when I find anything. 



5c. The main insurance broker I worked with was Wolfstone Insurance Co. which later 
became Talbot Insurance. I mainly worked with the owner and a lady named Kareena. 
The current telephone number is 425-489-2140. I will continue to look for other policies 
and will forward them to you if and when I find them. 

5d. I have some paperwork on past insurance claims concerning the site which is 
included. 

5e. I know we settled with the City of Seattle over the Midway Site with some help from 
the insurance company's but I have no exact recollections of the facts or amounts. The 
City should have copies of the paper's you seek. I am still trying to fmd more paperwork 
and am forwarding what 1 have and will forward when or if I fmd any more 

5f. The insurance paper's I have are being sent. I have asked my former law firm to 
search its files for responsive information. What I am providing to you is what I believe 
is responsive to your request as selected from those materials. 

5g. When I sold and left Northwest Cooperage about 11 years ago I took no information 
with me and therefore have no document retention policy. 

6. I reviewed sources I had in my possession plus some paper's sent to me from 6b 
below. 

6a. Rick Cabuco, General Manager of Industrial Container Service's plant. 206-763-
2345. 

6b. My house at-. 

Industrial Container Services 
7152 151 Ave. South 
Seattle, W A 981 08 

Summit Law Group 
315 Fifth Ave. South 
Seattle, W A 981 04 



· DECLARATION 

I declare under penalty of peijury that I am authorized to respond on behalf of Respondent and 
that the foregoing is complete, true, and correct. 

Executed on _...t.=~-·!~.u.=r/._P..c.l~____,, 2006. r' 

~ · ~--=- = ~ 
Signature 1 

H«.hAIV~~ 
Type or Print Name . 

Title 

Signature 2 

Type or Print Name 

Title 

Mailing Address: 

Mr. Hennan Trotsky and Mrs. Jacqualine Trotsky 
2818 I 40th Avenue NE 
Bellevue, Washington 98005 
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